BAKER & MILLER PLLC

ATTORNEYS nna COUNSELLORS

2401 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUL, NW
SUITE 300
WASHINGTON, DC 20037

TELEPHONE, (202) 883-7820
FACSIMILE. [202) 8823-7840

ROBERT A WiuBiaH ﬂ 3 3 7 5 é (202) eu-r:a (mrel Deaty

January 30. 2013

¢8E RECEIVED
BY HAND DELIVERY
Cynihia T. Brown. Chicl JAN 30 2013
Scction of Administration. Office of Proceedings SURFALY
Surface Transportation Board WRANSPORTATION BOARD
395 E Street. SW
Washington DC 20423-0001 -

Re Norfodk Southern Railway Company — Abandonnient ixemption — In Callioun
County. Alabama, STB Dockel No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)

Dear Ms. Brown:

Pursuant 1o the Board™s abandonment class exemption procedures for lines with no
local business for at least two years (49 C.F.R purt 1152, subparl ). enclosed are an onginal and
11 copies of a verified abandonment nolice of exemption for the abandonment of a rail linc owned
by Norflolk Southern Railway Company

A check 1n the amount of $3.700.00 is encloscd to cover the applicable filing fee.

Picasc acknowledge receipt and [iling of this notice of exemption by date stamping the
enclosed cleventh copy and returming it to the courier to return to me.

FiLeD

. JAN 30 2013

Sincerely.

R LMLk

Robert A. Wimbish

SURFACE Atwomey for Norfolk Southern
TRANSPNRTATION BOARD Railway Company
[
Enclosurcs omcea?;%&%gdmga
cc: Magquiling Parkerson, Marc Kirchner. Kearston St Dennis JAN 30 2013

Parl
Public Rgtf:ord




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

;_:_NTEREdes VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

office of Procee

§
outio Record #EE RECEIVED

JAN 30 2013
SURFACH
FiLeD B
JAN 30 2013
SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Rohert A. Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC
2401 Pennsylvania Ave,, NW
Suite 300

Washington, DC 20037

Tel: (202) 663-7824

Fax: (202) 663-7849

Attorney for Norfolk Southern
January 30, 2013 Railway Company




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)

NORFOLK SOUTIIERN RAILWAY COMPANY
~ ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (“"NSR™) hereby submits the followng verified
notice of exemption pursuant to 49 C F.R part 1152, subpart F (Exempt Abandonments and
Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Righis). to abandon approximately | 81 miles of rail
hine (herematter. the "Line™) located in Calhoun County. Alabama. The Line extends from
former Eastern Alabama Railway milepost 1.LAM 508 08 to milcpost LAM 509.89 in Calhoun
County. Alabama,

In accordance with the requirements o 49 C F.R. §§ 1152.50(b) and (d). NSR provides
the following information in support of ils aubandonment notice:

Certification: 49 C.F.R. 8 1152.50(h

NSR certifies that the Line satisfivs the ¢niteria for abandonment under the exemption
provisions a1 49 C F.R. part 1152, subpart F. Sce Certification of R.A. Bartle. General Manage:
Western Region [or Norfolk Southern Railway Company. attached hereto as IExhibit A. During
the past two years, there has been no local or overhead common carrier service provided over the

Lane. nor have there been any requests for common carrier service.

8]




Proposed Consummation Date: $ 1152.50(d¥2

The abandonment will be consummated on or after March 21. 2013 (50 days alier filing

the notice of exempiion)

Additional Information Required: 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.22(a)(1)-(4), (7)-(8) and (e)(4)
Exact name ol apphcant (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a){(1)):

Norfolk Southern Railway Company

Whether applicant is a common carricr by railroad (49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a){(2)):

NSR is a Class | common carricr by railroad subject 10 the Board's junsdiction under
49 U.S.C Subtille IV

Rehel sought (49 C F R. § 1152 22(a)(3))

NSR secks to abandon roughly 1 81 miles of rail linc located in Anniston, Calhoun
County. Alabama The Line extends from former Easiern Alabama Railway milepost LAM
508 08 (ncar the inlerscction of W 10th and Pipe Streets in Anniston) to milepost LAM 509.89
(to the cast of the castern end of W 30th Street. also in Anniston).

Mup (49 C.F.R. § 1152 22(a)(4))

A detailed map showing the location of the Line is attached hercto as Lxhibit B,

Applicant’s representative (49 C.F.R § 1152.22(a)(7)):

NSR’s representative to whom correspondence regarding this abandonment and
discontinuance of service proceeding should be sent is as follows.

Robert A, Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC

2401 Pennsylvania Ave,, NW, Suiic 300
Washinglon,. DC 20037

Tel:  (202) 663-7824

Fax. (202) 663-7849




USPS ZIP codes (49 C F R_§ 1152 22(a)(R)).

The Line traverses Umited States Postal Zip Code tenitory 36201.

Suitabihity of the Line for Other Public Purposes (49 C.ER § 1152.22(c¥(4)):

NSR has no opinion as to whether or not the line and its right-of-way would be suited for
other public purposcs, and NSR is unaware of any plans targeting any or all of the subject right-
of-way fo1 such purposcs The Line docs not contain federally-granted right-of-way. As
appropriatc. NSR is willing promptly 10 make available any information in its possession 10
anyonc so requesting it.

Labor Protection

Because the Line has been out of service lor over two years. NSR belicves no employecs
will be adversely affected by excreise ol abandonment and discontinuance authority However,
as a condition to exercise ol the authority permitted in this maiter. NSR wall accept the
imposition of standard labor protective conditions as set forth in Oregon Short Line R Co —
Abandonment — Goshen. 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979,

Altached hereto as Fxhibit C are Certificates of Service and PPublication certifying that
NSR has complied with the advance notice and newspaper publication requirements set forth ai
49 C.F.R § 1152.50(d)(1) and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12. respectively. Attached as Exhibit D is a
certilication ol compliance with the advance notice requirements for IEnvironmental and lHistoric

Reports as set forth at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11.

Environmental and Historic Report

As is reflleeted m ats certification of compliance with the provisions of 49 C.F.R. §

1105 11 (Exhibit D). NSR has prepared a consolidated Enviionmental and FHistoric Report




(“E&HR™) for the Line, which conflorms to the requircments of' 49 C.IF.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8.

A copy of that E&IIR is attached herelo as Atachment | to Lxhibit D (NSR's § 1105.11

cetlification).

January 30. 2013

Respectlully submitied.,

R4 Yol

Robert A, Wimbish
BAKIER & MILLER PLILC

2401 Pennsylvama Ave . NW

Suite 300
Washington. DC 20037

Tel:  (202) 663-7824

Fax. (202) 663-7849

Auorney for Norfolk Southern Railway Company




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

VERIFICATION




Vertication

I, John Friedmann, Vice President for Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR"), hereby
verify under penalty of perjury that to the best of my knowledge the foregoing abandonment
notice of exemption 1s true and correct. Further, | certify that | am qualified and authorized to
make such venfication on behalf of NSR in connection with this proceeding before the Surface
Transporiation Beard

Executed this 10" day of December, 2012.

) Y

hn H Friedmann
Vice President
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

EXHIBIT A

CERTIFICATION




CERTIFICATION

STATE OF GEORGIA:
58.

CITY OF ATLANTA:

R. A Bartle makes oath and says that he is General Manager Western
Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company, that the line between milepost LAM
508.08 and milepost LAM 509.89 in Calhoun County, Alabama, over which service is to
be abandoned, is subject to his supervision and direction, that no local traffic has moved
over the line for at least two years, that no overhead traffic has moved over the line for
at least two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be rerouted over
other lines; and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line or a
state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user regarding cessation of
service over the line either is pending before the Surface Transportation Board or any
U S District Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year
period.

Ty /8.6

R A Bartle

Subscntﬁg and sworn to before me
this | X" day of _Naugmioa . 2012.

Notary PuLIic

My commussion expires:

u1E o
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WASHINGTON, DC

STB Doucket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

EXHIBIT B

MAP
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

EXHIBIT C

CERTIFICATIONS OF
SERVICE/PUBLICATION




Certificate of Service of Advance Notice

49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) — Notice

[ certify that, on January 18, 2013, in keeping with 49 C F.R. § 1152.50(d){1). | caused
the following parties 1o be served with the written notice ol intent of Norfolk Southern Railway
Company to use the Board's notice of exemption procedures 1o abandon approximately 1.81

miles of rail line locaicd in Calhoun County. AlL:

Public Service Commission

Briu Roberls. Dirccior

Public Service Commission of Alubama
Transportation Division

P.O Box 304260

Montgomery. AL 36130

(334) 242-5980

Department of Defense (Military Traffic Management Command, Transportation
Engincering Agency, Ratlroads for National Defense Program

David Dorfiman

SDDC TEA

Railroads for National Defense
709 Ward Di.. Bldg 1990
Scou AFB, IL 62225

(618) 220-5741

The National Park Scrvice, Recreation Resources Assistance Division

Charlic Siockman

National Paik Service

Rivers & ‘I'rails Conscrvation Program

1201 Eye Street, NW. 91h Floor (Org. Code 2220)
Washington, 1D C. 20005

(202) 354-6900



http://AFB.il

Thomas L. Tidwell. Chiel
Forest Service

U S. Depariment of Agriculture
Sidney R Yates Federal Building
201 14th Sireet SW

Washington. DC 20024

(202) 205-8439

S$/W Sandy Berg. Office Manager

Janumy 30, 2013

RAVELL

Robert A Wimbish
Auorney for Norfolk Southern
Railway Company




Certificate of Newspaper Publication

49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 — Newspaper Notice

[ certify that a “Notice of Intent to Abandon and Lo Discontinue Rail Service™ was
published in the form prescnbed by the Board for abandonment notices ol exemption (49 C.F.R.
§ 1105 12). The notice was published one time on January 23, 2013, in The Anmiston Star. a

newspaper ol general circulation in Calhoun County, 1L

January 30. 2013

Robert A Wimbish
Auorney for Norfolk Southern
Railway Company




THE ANNISTON STAR \

State of Alabama ,
Calhoun County

Befoic me, a notary public in and for the county and state above listed, personally
appearcd Carrie Hutto, who, by me duly sworn, deposes and says hat "My name 18
Cairie Hutto I am the clerk of The Anmston Siar. The Newspaper published the attached
legal notice(s) n the ifsue(s) of.

%U\-‘-ﬂj\}\, 25 2w/(3
7 -

The sum charged for publication was § A4, o . The sum charged by the
Newspaper for said publication docs not exceed the lowest classificd rate paid by
commercial customers for an advertisemefit of similar size and {requency n the same
ncwspaper(s) m which the public nonice(s) appeared. There are no agreements between
the Newspaper and the ofTice: or attomey charged with the duty of placing the atiached
lega! advemsmg notices whereby any advantage, gain or profit accrued to saxd ofTicer or
mlo: ney .

0 ,QMA-LI CHU\%

AFFIANT

Swomn and subscribed this J=> day of ‘944‘#4”( , 20@

e

I

Notary Public Gox 77 - PHONE 23662 1000 H 406011

TALLADEGA ALABAMA 35181
PHONE 258-248-4311  SYLACAUGA
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[~ NOTICEOF |
INTENT TO
ABANDON RAIL

SERVICE
...STB Dacket No. AB-280

i {Sub-No. 334X)

Norlolk Southerm  Railway
JGompany {"NSR") gives nohce
that on or about January 30,
2013, 1t Intonds 1o hle with the
Surface Transportation Board,
Washington, DC 20423, a no-
lica of exemptiorr pursuant to
49 C F.R Part 1152 Subpan F -
Exempt Abandonmants, per-
mutting NSR to abandon ap-
,meumalely 181 miles of rall
Ime (herainatiar, the “Line”) lo-
,cated In Calhoun County, Ala-
bama, The'Ling extends irom
tJormer Eastorn Alabama Rai-
iway milepost LAM 50808
hnenr the mierseciion of W
10th and Pipe Streets In Anmis-)

iton) to milepost LAM 508 89
{to the aas! of the eastem end
ol W 30th Strast, also in Annis-
ton) The subjact Ling travers-
es Unlled States Postal Zip
Code lorritory 36201 The pro-!
ceoding will be docketed as
STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-'
No 334X)

Tho proposed action entails
the abandonment al, and dig-)
continuance of

ovor, tha Line Tho Board's Of-1
flce of Environmantal Anglysis
(OEA) wili prapare an Emaron-
menlal  Assessment  (EA),
which normally will be available
|25 days after tho ling of the
I

abendonment notice of examp-
tion, Gommenis on environ-
'mental and onergy maners
* should bo filed no later than 15
dnys aftar the EA becomes
. avaitable to the public Such
comments will ba addressed in
a Board decislon Interosted
persons may obtaln a copy of
ihe EA or make inquifes re-
El;rdlng environmental matiers
T

‘Ly wilng w0 OEA, Surtace
k ansporiaion Board, 395 E
Sirenl, SW, Washingion, D.C.
120423, or by caling that office
{e1(202) 245.0295

Appropriats ciiers of financlal
assistance 10 conlinug rail sor-
vice can be filed with the
Board Requests for environ-
mental tlons, pubic use
condiions, or rall bankmmls
usa also can ho (bed the
Board An original and 10 cop-
ies ol any pleading that raises |
matters other than enwron-

mantal [ssues (such as frails

pubhe use, and oflers ol linan- ,
cial assstance) must be filed
1din wilh the Board's Sec-
porcaesings, 395 £ Sieet
SW., Washinglon, DC 20423
[Sea 459 CFR §§ 1104 1(a)
tand 1104 3(a)], and one copy
musl be served on the aban-
doning carrler's representalve
See 49 CFR rg 1104, 12(n)].
IQuaestions regarding olers of
financial assistance, public usa
or ralis use may he directed 1o
the Board's Otice of Public As-
sistance, Governmental Affalrs,
and Compilance al
202-245-023¢ Gopies ol any
comments or requosts for spe-
cific Board action should be
served on the abandoning car-
rier's represemanve: Robert A
Wimbish, BAKER & MILLER
PLLC, 2401 Pen ania
Avg. N'W, 1300, Wa on,

; Dc' . 20037; phone:

7 202-883-7824: fax
202-683-7849

tTha Annision Star i
Calhoun Co I

AL
,January 23, 2013

— e e ——— ot ——




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

EXHIBIT D

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE
WITH ENVIRONMENTAL AND
HISTORIC REPORT REQUIREMENTS




Environmental and Historic Report
Certificate of Service

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C F.R. § 1105 7{b} and 49 C F.R. § 1105.8{c), the undersigned
hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No AB-250
{Sub-No 334X) was mailed via first class mail on October 30, 2012 to the following parties.

Alabama Department of Environmental
Management

1400 Coliseum Boulevard
Montgomery, AL 36110

Regional EPA — Region 4

Sam Nunn Atlanla Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street SW

Atlanta, GA 30303 — 8960

Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Lands Division — Coastal Section

31115 Five Rivers Boulevard

Spanish Fort, AL 36527

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

P.O Box 311

Auburn, AL 36831 - 0311

Fish and wildhfe Services
Region 4

Century center

1875 Century Boulevard
Atlanta, GA 30345

USACE

Mobile District

P O.Box 2288

Mobile, AL 36628-0001

Gene D Robinson, Mayor
City of Anniston, Alabama
P Q. Box 2168

Anniston, AL 36202

Marcellus C Kirchner
October 30, 2012

James Henderson, Commussioner District 3
Calhoun Commissions Office

1702 Noble Street

Suite 103

Anniston, AL 36201

Alabama Highway Department
1409 Coliseum Boulevard
Montgomery, AL 36110

Alabama Historical Commission
468 South Perry Street
Meontgomery, AL 36104

Nalional Park Service
Southeast Region

100 Alabama Street, SW
Allanta, GA 30303

Charlie Stockman

National Park Service

Rivers and Trails Conservation Program
1201 Eye Street, Nw 9" floor
Washington D C 20005

National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Service Division
Room 95202 NGS/12

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

USEPA

Arel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20004




ATTACIHMENT 1
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X}

NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT
BETWEEN FORMER EASTERN ALABAMA RAILWAY MILEPOSTS

LAM 508.08 AND LAM 509.89
IN ANNISTON, CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Combined Environmental and Historic Report

October 30, 2012




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY
PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT
BETWEEN FORMER EASTERN ALABAMA RAILWAY MILEPOSTS

LAM 508.08 AND LAM 509.89
IN ANNISTON, CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Combined Environmental and Historic Report

Norfolk Southern Raillway Company (NSR) submits this Combined Environmental
and Historic Report (“EHR") pursuantto 49 C.FR § 11057(e)and49CF.R. §
1105.8(d), respectively, for an exempt abandonment of 1 81 miles of rail line between

LAM 508 08 and Milepost LAM 508.89 in Calhoun County, Alabama.




ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
49 CFR 1105.7(e)(1)
Proposed Action and Alternatives
Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any
possible changes in current operalions or mamtenance praclices Also describe any
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action Include a readable, delailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project
RESPONSE Norfolk Southern Raillway Company (NSR) proposes to

abandon 1.81 miles of rail line between Milepost LAM 508.08 and Milepost LAM 509 89
in Calhoun County, Alabama. The line has been out of service for several years.

Following abandonment, the line's track and track materials will be salvaged.
Salvage operations will consist of removing the track structure from the existing
roadbed The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as is and existing drainage
systems will remain intact. When the track structure is removed, the contractor will
smooth the roadbed to a level surface. No ballast or soil will be removed and no soil
disturbance will occur (so no National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit
will be required). No digging or burying of any kind will be permitted All track matenal is
removed and steel components are either reused or sold as scrap. Crossties may be
reused in other railroad operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable federal
and state laws and regulations. Bridges on the line segment typically will be removed

The alternative to abandonment 1s not to abandon the line and retain the track in

place. This alternative 1s not satisfactory NSR would incur opportunity and other

holding costs that would need to be covered by non-existent on-line shippers were this




line segment to be retained.

A map delineating the line proposed for abandonment is attached as Appendix
A An example of NSR's letter to federal, state and local government agencies, along
with a list of consulting agencies NSR has contacted, are attached as Appendix B.
Responses to the letter or other comments received as a result of consultations can be
found in Appendix C.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation System
Describe the effecls of the proposed action on regional or local iransportation systems
and pafterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to
other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

RESPONSE: Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation
systems and patterns are expected to be negligible. There 1s no rail freight or
passenger traffic on the ine segment proposed for abandonment.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(3) Land Use
(1) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review
of the officral planning documents prepared by such agencies, stale whether the
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans Descnbe any
inconsistencies

RESPONSE: An outline of future land use plans has been requested from the
City of Anniston and the Calhoun County Commission. These agencies were also
asked to comment on the consistency of the proposed abandonment with existing land
use plans The City of Anniston responded by saying, “The proposed abandonment of

the rail segment will hold no negative impact to the city and its development plans.” The

response 1s attached as part of Appendix C.

(i) Based on consullation with the U.S Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of




the proposed action on any prime agncultural land.

RESPONSE: Consultation was requested from The United States Department of
Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service. The Alabama Department Natural
Resources Conservation Service stated the proposed land 1s exempt and does not contain
“pnme farmland” under the definition of the Natural Resources Conservation Service nor that
of the Department Regulation 9500-3. The response is attached in Appendix C.

(iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the
coastal zone information required by Sec. 1105.9.

RESPONSE Consultation was requested from Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, Lands Division — Coastal Section.

(iv} If the proposed action is an abandonment state whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U S.C. 10906 and explain why.

RESPONSE: NSR does not hold fee title to the entire nght of way underlying
the line proposed for abandonment. For this reason, NSR does not have a contiguous
corridor available for public use

49 CFR 1105.7(e)}{4) Energy
(i) Descnibe the effect of the proposed aclion on transporiation of energy resources.

RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be
affected by the abandonment No freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line,
and the line did not carry any energy resources when it was last in operation.

(i} Descnibe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

RESPONSE: Movement or recovery of recyclable commodities will not be

affected by the abandonment as no freight or passenger traffic is moving over the line,




and the line did not carry recyclable commodities when it was last in operation

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency and explain why

RESPONSE The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in
overall energy.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than-
(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affecled line,
quanhfy the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and
methodology used {o arnve at the figure given

RESPONSE No traffic will be diverted from rail to motor carriage as a result of
the proposed action,
49 CFR 1105.7(e){5) Air

(i) If the proposed action will result in either.

(A) Anincrease in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affeclted
by the proposal, or

(B) An increase n rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quanlify the anticipated effect
on air emissions,

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded

(i) If the proposed action affects a class | or nonattainment area under the Clean Air
Acl, and will resull in either;

(A} An increase in rail traffic of al least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually} or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line,

(B) An increase in rail yard aclivily of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activily),
or

(C) An average increase in lruck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected
increased emissions are within the paramelers established by the State Implementation
Plan.




RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded Calhoun County
Alabama is in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)
pollutants according to the U S. Environmental Protection Agency, with the exception of
1-hr. ozone, 8-hr. ozone and particulate matter

(m) If transportation of ozone depleting matenals (such as nitrogen oxide and Freon®)
1s contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (lo the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and spiils; contingency plans lo deal with
accidental spills; and the likelthood of an accidental release of ozone depleting malerials
in the event of a collision or derailment.

RESPONSE: Not applicable.
49 CFR 1105.7(e){6) Noise

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5){(i) of this section are surpassed, stale
whether the proposed action will cause:

(i} An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more, or

(i) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.

If so, identify sensitive recepiors (e.qg., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

RESPONSE* The above thresholds will not be exceeded.
49 CFR 1105.7(e)(7) Safety

(i} Descnbe any effects of the proposed action on pubhc health and safety (including
vehicle delay ime at railroad grade crossings).

RESPONSE. Abandonment of the captioned rail line will have no significant

effect upon public health or safety.

(i} If hazardous malerials are expected to be transporied, identify: the materials and
quantily; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds, safety praclices (including any
speed restrictions); the applicant’s safety record (to the extent avarable) on derailments,
accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and
the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous matenals




RESPONSE: Not applicable
() If there are any known hazardous wasle sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous matenals spilis on the nght-of-way, identlify the location of those sites
and the types of hazardous malerials involved.

RESPONSE- The rallroad has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites
where there have been known hazardous material spills on or adjacent to the subject
right of way.

49 CFR 1105.7(e){8) Biological Resources
(i) Based on consuitation with the U S Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the
proposed actlion 1s likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a cntical habilat, and if so, descnbe the effects.

RESPONSE: NSR does not believe that any federally listed endangered species
or their habitats will be adversely affected by the abandonment. A consultation was
requested from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to ascertain any impacts to
surrounding habitats and species. USFWS has advised that there are no federally listed
endangered species in the project area. The response is attached in Appendix C.

(i) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or Stale parks or foresis will
be affected, and describe any effecis.

RESPONSE' The line segment proposed for abandonment does not appear to
pass through state parks or forests, national parks or forests, or wildlife sanctuanes. No

adverse effects on wildlife sanctuaries, National Parks or Forests, or State Parks or

Forests are anticipated.




49 CFR 1105.7(e)(9) Water.

(1) Based on consultation with State waler qualily officials, state whether the proposed
action 1s consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.
Describe any inconsistencies

RESPONSE: NSR does not intend to etther alter the contour of the roadbed
underlying the rail line to be abandoned by way of excavation or other ground-disturbance
activity. Accordingly no soils will be disturbed, and no storm water mitigation or National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits will be required. Also, there are no plans to
undertake in-stream work, or dredge and/or use any fill materials in connection with the
proposed abandonment, so the proposed abandonment will not result in water quality
impacts. Consultation has been requested from the Alabama Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources and from the Alabama Depariment of Environmental Management
(ADEM). ADEM has referred the matter to its Water Division's proposed project/activity
review information. See A_ppendix C.

(i) Based on consultation with the U S Army Corps of Engineers, state whether
permits under section 404 of the Clean Waler Act (33 U.S C 1344) are required for the
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affecled. Describe the effects

RESPONSE: The geometry of the roadbed will not be altered and no in-siream
work is contemplated. No discernible effects on either 100-year flood plains or adjacent
wetlands are expected in connection with the proposed abandonment. Consequently,
the railroad does not believe a Section 404 permit will be required in connection with the

proposed abandonment Consultation was requested form the US Army Corps of

Engineers.




(iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342)
are required for the proposed action.

RESPONSE: NSR does not plan to remove or alter the roadbed underlying the line
to be abandoned, to undertake in-stream work or to dredge or use any fill materials There
will be no excavation or other ground-disturbance activity, and, because no soils will be
disturbed, no storm water mitigation or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
permit will be required. NSR anticipates that the abandonment will not affect water quality or
require the issuance of a Section 402 permit under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act.
Nevertheless, NSR has requested input from the Alabama Department of Environmental
Management (ADEM) and from the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources ADEM has referred the matter to its Water Division's proposed project/activity
review information. See Appendix C.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation.

Describe any actions that are proposed lo mitigate adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the involved rail line is not expected to produce
adverse environmental impacts Only minimal physical activity may occur, such as
removal of rail, ties, and other railroad appurtenances. The raillroad will undertake all
reasonable mitigation associated with these activities to assure the abandonment does

not produce adverse environmental impacts.




HISTORIC REPORT

49 CFR 1105.8(d)
PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) proposes to abandon 1.81 miles of
rail line between Milepost LAM 508 08 and Milepost LAM 509.89 in Calhoun County,
Alabama The line has been out of service of service for several years

Following abandonment the line's track and track materials will be salvaged.
Salvage operations will consist of removing the track structure from the existing
roadbed The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as is and existing drainage
systems will remain intact When the track structure is removed, the contractor will
smooth the roadbed to a leve! surface. No ballast or soil will be removed. No digging or
burying of any kind will be permitted All track matenal is removed and steel
components are either reused or sold as scrap Crossties may be reused in other
railroad operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable federal and state laws
and regulations Bridges on the line segment typically will be removed.

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the line and retain the track in
place This alternative is not satisfactory. NSR would incur opportunity and other
holding costs that would need to be covered by other customers were this line segment
to be retained

A map delineating the line proposed for abandonment i1s attached in Appendix




ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
(1) U.S.G.S. Topographic Map — A map was furnished to Alabama Historical
Commussion.

(2) Written Description of Right of Way -- The right-of-way width ranges from 15

feet to 50 feet on each side of the main track centerline. The line passes though
suburban residential areas. Pursuant to Surface Transportation Board {STB) policy, the
railroad right-of-way will constitule the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for this
undertaking

(3) Photographs — A photograph is attached of the brnidge structure

(4) Date of Construction of Structures — Unknown

(5) History of Operations and Changes Contemplated - The line of railroad that is
slated for abandonment is roughily 1.81 miles in length, extending from Milepost LAM
508 08 to Milepost LAM 508.89 in Calhoun County, Alabama The line has been out of
service for several years.

The rail ine segment to be abandoned was part of a railroad onginally
constructed in 1883 by the Anniston and Atlantic Railroad (A&A) The A&A was founded
by A.L. Tyler of Anniston, AL, and was a 53-mile narrow gauge railroad.

The A8A consolidated with Anniston & Cincinnati Railroad (A&C) to form the
Alabama Mineral Railroad Company (AM RR) in 1890, and, in 1903 the subject line,
among other AM RR assets, was acquired by Louisville and Nashville Railroad
Company (L&N). The L&N ultimately became a part of CSX Transportation, Inc.
(CSXT).




In 1990, CSXT sold the line to the Eastern Alabama Railway, then a short ine
subsidiary of Kyle Railways. In turn, Eastern Alabama Railway sold the line to NSR in
1993.

NSR does not have any records to indicate that the line slated for abandonment,

including the bridge discussed above, possesses historic significance

(6) Summary of Documents In Carrier's Possession That Might Be Useful for

Documenting a Structure That Is Found To Be Historic - NSR acquired the subject

line in 1993, It did not acquire any bridge engineering documents as part of the
acquisition, and thus has nothing to offer with respect to the brnidge's exact construction
date, engineering drawings etc. The bridge, however, is about 20ft in length, open deck,
and located around milepost LAM 508.37 just before West 13" street.

(7) Opinion Regarding Criteria For Listing In The National Register Of Historic

Places — There i1s one structure within the project's APE — a bridge discussed in
connection with the responses to items 3 and 6, above. NSR believes that neither the
structure on the hne nor the line itself' meet the criteria for listing in the National Register
of Histonc Places The subject brnidge is short in length and of ordinary design and
construction NSR believes that there is nothing distinguishing this bridge from others in
the region or on the NSR system generally. In addition, NSR has no reason to believe
that there are archaeological resources or historic properties on or immediately adjacent
to the line.

(8) Subsurface Ground Conditions That Might Affect Archaeological Recovery

— The railroad is not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or




environmental conditions that would affect archaeological recovery Moreover,
abandonment of the line and salvage of material from its surface will not affect any
potential archaeological resources. The subsurface of the right-of-way was initially
disturbed in the construction of the railroad line by grading and fillng Abandonment
and salvage of the line will not result in activities below the surface, or below the level of

initial disturbance.

(9) Follow-Up Information - Additional information will be provided as appropriate.




APPENDIX A
Site Map
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Proposed Rail Line Abandonment is 1.81 miles of rall line betweon former Eastern Alabama

RECIPIENT LIST

Railway Mileposts LAM 508.08 and LAM 509.89 in Calhoun County, Alabama,

Alabama Department of Environmental Management

1400 Caliseum Bounlevard
Montgomery, AL 36110

Regional EPA - Region 4

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street SW

Aclania, GA 30303 - 8960

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural

Resources

Lands Division — Coastal Section
31115 I'ive Rivers Boulevard
Spanish Fort, Al 36527

Natural Resources Conservalion Service
USDA

PO.Box 311

Auburn, AL 36831 -0311

Fish and Wikihfe Services
Region 4

Century center

1875 Century Boulevard
Atlanta, GA 30345

USACE

Mobile District

PO Box 2248

Mobhile, AL 36628-0001

Gene D Robinson, Mayor
Ciy of Annision, Alabama
PO Box 21638

Anmision, Al 36202

James Henderson, Coinmissioner
District 3

Cnlhoun Commissions Qilice
1702 Noble Street

Suile 103

Anmiston, AL 36201

Alabama 1Lighway Depzartment
1409 Coliseum Boulevard
Monigomery, AL 36110

Alabama Iistorical Commussion
468 South Perry Street
Monigomery, AL 36104

National Park Service
Southeast Region

100 Alabama Sueet, SW
Atlanta, GA 30303

Charlic Stockman

National Park Service

Rivers and Trails Conservalion Program
1201 Eye Street, NW 9% floor
Washington I C. 20005

National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Service Division
Room 9202 NGS/12

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

USEPA

Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Ave , NW
Washington, D.C 20004




Norfolk Southern Corparation
3 Commercial Place Strategic Planning Department
Norfolk, VA 23510-9207 Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510-9207
(757) 629-2678

October 30, 2012

RE. STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment - in Calhoun County, Alabama

Dear Sir/fMadam’

Norfolk Southern Raillway Company (NSR) plans to request authority from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon 1.81 miles of rail fine between former Eastern Alabama
Railway Milepost LAM 508.08 and Milepost LAM 509 89 in Calhoun County, Alabama,

Enclosed 1s a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the
proposed abandonment and other pertinent information. A map of the proposed track
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report Appendix B of this report lists the
various agencies receiving it

The railroad does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts; however, if you identify any
adverse environmental effects please describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them,
Please provide us with a wntten response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be
included in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB).

This Report 1s being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the
STB’s independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information 1s missing, or if you have any questions
about the Board’'s Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Envirenmentat
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to.

Surface Transportation Board,
395 E Street, S W, Room 1106
Washington DC 20423-0001

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statutes and regulations
impose stringent deadlines for processing this action. For this reason your wntten comments
{with 2 copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the
contemplated action. In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must
receive your comments within three weeks Please provide information to Kearston St. Dennis

by email at Kearston StDennis@nscorp com, or by mail to:

Operating Subsidiary Norfolk Southen Raillway Company




Kearston St. Dennis
Coordinatar-Abandonments
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Strategic Planning Department
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510

Sincerely,

e

Marcellus C. Kirchner
Director Strategic Planning
Norfolk Southern Raillway Company




APPENDIX C
Agency Responses
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Unitad States Department of Agriculturs

ONRCS

Natural Resources Consarvation Servke Talephana. (334) 887-4559
PO Box 311

3381 Skyway Drive

Auburn. AL 36830

May 16,2012

Kearston Comegys, Coordinator Abandonments
Strategic Planming-12" Floor,

Norfolk Southern Corporation

3 Commercial Place

Norfolk, VA 23510

RE: Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X), Norfolk Southern Railway
Company_Abandonment- Calhoun County, AL

Dear Mr. Comegys:

Enclosed is soils information for the proposed abandonment of 1.81 miles of raif line located in
the city of Anniston in Calhoun County, Alabama. The proposed area docs contains prime farm
land soil map units; however the proposed area is located in the city cooperate limits and is
exempt and does not contain “prime farmland™ under the definition of the Natural Resources
Conservatton Service nor that of the Departmental Regulation 9500-3,

Pleasec advise if additional mformation is needed.

Sincerely,

Lawrence E. McGhiee
LAWRENCE MCGHEE
Assistant State Soil Scientist

Enclosure

cc.
Milton Tuck, Resource Soil Scientist, NRCS, Tuscaloosa, AL

Helping Paople Heip the Land
An Equal Opportunity Pravider gnd Employer

O
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Farmland Classification-Calhoun County, Alabama

(Docket No. AB 290(Sub No. 334x))

MAP LEGEND MAP INFOR
Area of interest (AQH i Prime farmiand if Major Roads Map Scale 1:16,700 if printed on A
subsciled, completely
Area of Interest (AOI) removing the oot The soil surveys that comprise your
Solls inhibiting soil layer 1:20,000
Soll Map Units a :";";"’;’"""dl | ':“mﬂ Please rely on the bar scale on each
Soil Ratings erodibiity) x C (climate measurements
[l ot prime farmiand ko) des not sxeed 60 Source of Map'  Natural Resource
B Ataress are prime £ Reouiiond ¢ bogies Web Soil Survey URL:  http.//webs
formiiel :m' . o Coordinate System: UTM Zone 1¢
Bl Prime farmiand I drained [] Farmiand of statewide This product is generated from the L
L] Prime farmiand if importance of the version date(s) listed below.
f
o Gl P non Soil Survey Area:  Calhoun County
during the growing season [C]  Farmiand of unique Survey Area Data:  Version 7, Apr
[] Prime farmiand if irrigated :\qpoﬂm Date(s) aerial images were photogr:
rated or not available
A, | mm I‘Iﬂ:imd if ctra:‘:l: The orthophoto or other base map o
Soodng WP m'“““"’ Political Features compiled and digitized probably diffe
fooded during h'“m“" "ng' - Cities imagery displayed on these maps. A:
se8s0n Y of map unit boundaries may be evid:
m Prime farmiand if irigated = Streams and Canals
and drained
[] Prime tammiand if imigated  Transportation
and either protected from P Ralls
floading or not frequently
flooded during the growing ~ » Interstate Highways
season
~ US Routes
Natural Resources Web Soil Survey

Conservation Service

National Cooperative Soil Survey



Farmiand Classiication-Calhoul

n County, Alabama

Docket No AB 280{Sub

No 3d4x)

Farmland Classification

Farmtand Classification— Summary by Map Unit — Calhoun County, Alabama (AL018)
Map unit symbol Map unit namo Ralng Acros in AOI Parcent of AOI

AbD3 Annision gravelly clay loam, 10 1o 15 |Not prime farmiand 21 13%
percant stopes, severaly eroded

CkC2 Clarksville cherty sill loam, 6 1o 15 Nol pnme famiand 51 3I1%
percont slopos, ergded

FeC2 Fullerton cherty silt loam, 8 to 10 Not pnme farmland 1.8 1.1%
petconi slopes eroded

FeE Fullerton chesty sili loam, 15 1o 25 Not pnme farmland 97 59%
percent siopes

FID3 Fullerton cherty slily clay loam, 10to |Not pnme farmlanc 1.1 07%
15 parcant slopus severely eroded

FIE3 IFullmlnn cherly silly clay loom, 15 to | Not prime farmisng 15¢ a6%

_ 25 poroenl slupns sovergly eroded

LeA Leesullumammenysmham Q10 {Nat puime farmiand a6 234%
2 percent slopes

LhC2 Lohew-mntevalln sois, 210 10 Not pnme farm‘and 75 4 5%
percent slopes, eroded

LoA Lobehvilie cherly s loam, focat All areas ars onme 18.7 11 4%
nllumum D2 paroenl slopes farmiang

LsB2 Loeu:l grnwlly I'ma sandy loam, 2 lo 8 | All areas ore prime 578 5 1%
percenl siopes eroded larmiand

R1B2 Rarden silt foam, shallow, 2 10 8 {Not prme farmiand 63 8%
pernl slopes, erodod i

Toials for Araa of Intemt 164 8 100 0%

Description

Farmiand classiftcation idenbtifies map units as pnme farmland, farmland of
statewide importance, farmland of local importance, or unique farmland flidentifies
the location and extent of the soils that are best suited to food, feed, fiber, forage,
and ollseed crops NRCS palicy and procedures on prime and unique farmlands

are published in the “Federal Register,” Val 43, No. 21, January 31, 1978

Rating Options

Aggregation Method® No Aggregation Necessary

Tre-break Rule: Lower

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soill Survey

Natlonal Cooperative Soll Survey

5/172012

Page 3 of 3




Lance R. LeFLEur Rosert J. BENTLEY
DirFcton GoveErnOR

Alabama Dapartment of Environmenta! Management
adem.alzbama.gov

3200 Coliseum Bivd  36110-2400 a Post Difice Box 301463
Monigomery, Alabama 36130-1463
{334) 272-7700 » FAX{334) 271-7950

May 14, 2012

MARCELLUS C KIRCIINER

KEARSTON COMEGYS COORDINATOR ABANDONMENTS
STRATEGIC PLANING 12™ FLOOR

NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORPORATION

3 COMMERCIAL PLACE

NORFOLK, VA 23510

RE-  Docket No AB-290(sub-No 334X) Norfulk Southern Railway Company
Abandonment - in Calhoun County, Alabama
Calhoun County {015)

Dear Mr, Kirchner,

The Department’s Water Division (WD) has reviewed the information you sent us regarding the above-referenced
project. You had requested that we review this informanon and provide comments.

Attached, please find a copy of WD's proposed project/activity review information

[ hope this informanion is useful If you have any questions or need addinonal information, please contact Stephanic
C. Bailey by email at schailey@adem.stnte.nl.us or by phone at (334) 394-4314,

Sincerely,

Xtuoumt C f)ccu\bj

Stephanic C. Bailey
Construction Permits Section
Stormwater Management Branch
Water Division

File.PREV
Enclosure:  Proposed Project/Activity Review Information

Copy of Revicw Request Lewer
Construction Stormwater NOI

Birmingham Branch Decatur Branch Mobie Bianch Moblo-Constal

110 Vuicen Rosd 2719 Sancin Road. 8 W 1204 Parimatar Road 4171 Corrmangers Drive
Dimingham, Al 35200-4T02 Docatur, AL 35503-1333 Mablia, AL 36815-1131 Mok, Al 388152421
{205) pa2-6168 {256) 383-1713 {253) 4503400 (251) 4326533

{205) 541-1803 (FAX) [258) JAD9350 (FAY) [231) 47D 2503 (FAX) (251) 432-9598 (FAX)



mailto:scbailcy@adem.statc.al.us

ADEM CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER
PROPOSED PROJECT/ACTIVITY REVIEW INFORMATION

The Department has received and evaluated the information you sent us regaiding (he above-relerenced project. You had
requesied that we review (s infeimation and provide comments.

Please note that State law and ADEM regulations require that appropnare. effechive Rest Management Practices (BMPs)
for the contral of pollutants in stotmwiater cun-off be fully unplemented and maintained as needed for all construction and
Innd disturbance acuivitics regardless off permit status or size of” the disturbance to prevent/mmimize discharges of
sediment and other pollmants to waters of the Suile o Alabama

A "water of the state” 15 broadly defined os [§ 22-22-1(b)2). Code of Alabama 1975, ns amended] “All waters of uny
river, stream, watercourse, pond, lake, coaslal, ground, or surface water, wholly or partially withm the state. natural or
artificial This docs not melude waters which are entirely confined and retaed completely upon the property of a single
mdividual, partnership, or corporation unless such waters are used in intersiate commerce ™ Discharges of pollutants
resulting (rom falure 1o wnplement and maintam effeenve BMPs are considered unpermitied discharges to state waters.

Please be advised that pwsuant 1w EPA rules and ADEM Construction Cieneral Permit (CGP) ALR 100000, the operator
or owner 1s required 10 apply for and maintain valid National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Svsiem (NPDES) coverage
for stormwater discharges prior 10 beginmng construction or regulated tand diswirbance that will equal or exceed one (1)
acre in size. “The regulations also requare NPDES regsiration tor disturbance activities less than one (1) acre that are pan
of, adjacent to. or associated wath a larger common plan of development or sale, that may eventunlly equal or exceal one
{1) acre, or if less than one (1) acre in size if stormwater discharges have reasonable potential 1o be a sigmificant
contributor of pollutanis to & waler ol the Stae or have reasonable potennal w cause or contribute 1o & violauon of
applicable Alabama water quality standards as determuned by the Department  In addition, a Construction Best
Management I'racuices I'lan (CBMPI") is required to be submitted for priorty consiruction sites as defined m the CGP
The regulated construction disturbance also includes, but 18 not limited 10, associated arcas.unilized for support activilies
such as vehicle parking, equipment or supply storage areas, maierial stockpiles, temporary office areas, and access roads,
and pre-construction aclivitues performed w advance or i support of construction such as logging, cleanng, and
dewatering  Please be adwvised that an operator or owner must retan NPDES permu coverage until all disturbance
activity. meluding phased consiruction. is complele

Addinonal ADEM ar, land. and/or water permus for discharges and regalated impncts resulting from the operation of the
completed facility ay be required.

Effective Best Management Practices (BMPs), as provided i the Alahama Handhook For Erosion Control, Sedimens
Connol, And Stormwater Managenient On Constructions Sues And Urban Areas, as amended. Alabama So1l and Waier
Conscrvation Committee (ASWCC), for prevention and conirol of nonpoint sources of pollutants must be implemenied
prior to, dunng, and after project implemenmation  Inumediately ufler complenon of 1he project, effeciive miensures W
cnsure permaucnt revegelation, caver, andfor effective stoemwater quality remediation nwist be implemented and
mamamed  The CGP requires that a CBMPP 10 reduce pollutant discharges to the maximum extent practicable be
prepared by a qualified credentialed professional (QCPY) as defined i the CGF, and retamned onsite  [nformation
regarding  consiruction activities forms. and other helpful information 15 aviluble on the ADEM Webbage at
hup /www adem state al us/programs/water/consicuctionstormwatur.cnt

Tenngssee Riwver_Watershed - In order 1o determine whether this project should be covered under an exisumg CWA
Scction 404, Nationwide, or General Permit, or Leter of Pernission. you should contact the U. S. Army Corps of
Cngincers, Nashville Disuict by mail at 'O Bov 1470, Nashville, I'N 37202-1070 or by phone ar (613) 736-5181

Facinies covered under a U.S, Army Corps of Engincers Individual 404 Permut. Natuonwide or General Permin, or Leter
of ermission must apply for NPDES stormwater coverage (rom ADEM, if construction or land disturbance above the
Ordinary High Wnier Mark, or any non-dredge/lill operations below the Ordinary FHligh Water Mark and assocuted
upland dredge disposal sites that will equal or exceed one (1) acre or that are pant of a larger common plan of
development or sale in which disturbed acreage will eveniually equal or exceed (1) acre
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AlLOther Alabama_Watersheds - In order 10 determine whether this project should be covered under an existing CWA
Section 404, Nanonwide, or Genernl I'ermit, or Lerter of Permission, you should contact the U.S. Army Coms of
Engineers, Mobile District by mml ot PO Box 2288, Mahile, AL 36628-0001 or by phone a1 (251) 690-2658 Facilities
covered under a U.S. Aimy Corps of Engineers Individual 404 Permit, Nationwide or General Permut, or Letwer of
Permission must apply for NPDES stormwaler coverage from ADEM, 1f consiruction or land disturbance above the
Ordmwry 1high Water Mark, or any non-dredpe/fill vperatons below the Ordinary High Water Mark and associated
upland dredge disposal snes that will equal or exceed one (1) acre or that are part of a larger common plan of
developinent or sale in which disturbed acreage will eventually equal or exceed (1) ncre

ADEM's Coastal Program manages uses and acuivities having the potential to significantly impact the coasial portions of
Alabama and/or its resources. The Coastal Aren 15 comprised of ondy a portion of Mobile and Baldwin counties and 1s
defined os the lands and waters seaward of the conunuous ten-foot contour.  ADEM msues Coastal Progrums Non-
Regulnted Use Permits lor commercial and residennial developments greater than 5 acres in size, censiruction on Gulf-
fronung properties intersected by the Construction Control Line, and groundwater wells that exceed 50 gallons per
minute of water withdrawal, ADEM also must cerufy that permits 1ssued by federal and stale agencies, and prosecis
conducied by those agencies, are consistent with the Coastal Program.  ADEM accomplishes this by reviewing
applications for perntits submitted 10 other agencies  Therefore, 1t 15 recommended 1hat applicants having development
plang, or even considermg development in the Coastal Area, consult with ADEM Coastal Program stafl as soon as
possible in the project development siage so that the applicant can learn of applicable requirements. Questions involving
projects n the coastal aren should be directed to the ADEM Coastal OfTice in Mubile.

You may also wish 1o contact: (1) the US Fish & Wildlife Service and the Alabama Department of Conservation &
Nutural Resources  These are the Federal and State agencies, respectively, that hiave pnmacy and siatutory authority to
address potential impacis to endangered or thremened specres, (2) the Office Of Water Resources, Alabama Departmeni
ol Economic and Community AfTairs, which is the State agency with primacy and statutory authority to address potential
waler quantily conceins or issues, {3) the State Fire Marshall and the Alabama Department of Industrial Relations which
are the State agencies with primacy and statutory authority to nddress polenual safety considerations regarding blusting.
(4) the Alabani Depanument of Indusinal Relauons which requires permit coverage and reclamation bondug for most
non-coal minng sies, (3) the Alabama Historical Commission which is the State agency with prilnney and statutory
authority 10 addresy preservation or potential impacts 1o surrounding or onsite histonical or archacotogienl sitey, (6) your
local county health department for issues related to onsite sewage management. and (7} your lacal municipal or county
government, or local zening and planning ageney. il appheable. fm addinonal approvals that may apply 1o vour projeet.

In recognition that projects arc site specific m nature and conditions can change during project implemeniation, the
Department reserves the right 10 require the submussion of additional iformanon or require addinonal management
measures 10 be implemented, as necessary on a case-by-case basis, in order to ensure the proteciion of waler guality
Responsibility for compliance with ADEM rules and permit requirements are not delegable by contenct or otherwise  The
operator or owner must ensure compliance  Any violations resulting from the acuions of such person may subject the
vperator/owner lo enforcement action.

ADEM permitling decisions are predicated on current regulatory requircments, established engineering standards and
technical constderations, best management praciices information, and formal adrnnistrative procedures in conformnnce
with Deparimenial regulations and applicable Alabama law. Issuance of permit coverage by ADEM neither precludes
nor negates an operatorfowner’s respanyibiiny or hatnlny 10 apply for, obnin, or comply with other ADEM, lederal,
sime. or loeal governiment permits, certiflications, licenses, or other approvals  ADEM penmit coverage tdnes not eonvey
any property tights in enher real or personal property, or any exclusive privileges, nor does 11 authurize any injury 10
persuns or properly or mvasion ol other private rights, trespass, or any infringement of Federal. Swte. or lucal laws or
regulanions.

If you have any questions o need additional mformation regarding constsuction stormwaler permitting, please contact the
Water Division 1 Montgoinery at (334) 271-7700 or eswmm@adem state,al.us

Page 2 of 2
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NOTICE OF IN'] ENT = GENERAL PERMIT NUMBER ALRI000C0
NEDES PERMIT NUMBIR ALRIOCO0D IS A GENERAL PERMIT AULUORIZING DISCHARGES ASSOCIATED WITH
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES THAT RESULT IN A TOTAL LAND DISTURBANCE OF ONI ACRE OR GREATER AND
SITCS LESS TH.AN ONE ACRE RUT ARE PART OF A LARGER COMMON PLAN DR DEVELOPMENT DR SALE

M.l tn,
Water Division
Pust Office RBox 304463
Maaigomery, Alabuma 36130-1363

Alibaina Department of Enviranmental Management

f;}‘% }_
}NPDES PER\-IIT:I\U\!B.E.‘;I_}*'
P,

PLFASE COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS REMSPOND WITH “N/A™ AS APPROPRIATE.
ANSWEFRS OK MISSING SIGNATURES WILL DELAY PROCISSING

ron-orl'lc'?ﬁs'l':”é‘.‘\r‘[‘{-f""2: gf.-,rr-

INCOMPLEIE OR INCORRECT
IF SPACF I8 INSUFFICIEN T, CONTINUE ON AN

ATTACHED SIIEETER) AS NECESSARY., ATTACH CBMPP AND OTIIER INFORMATION AS NEEDED PLEASE TYPE OR

PRIN'I LEGIBLY. IN INK.

1 PERMITILE INFORMATION  bual £J Medificanon, ] Transfes T} Retewal [ Previnus ALR

——

Permuttee Name

Responsible Qilicia] Paone Nuinber

Respounsible Owrer/Opemtor or Official, and Tule

Responsible Oiiiei sl B-MMaxil Address

Responsible Otiicial (RO) Stueet/Physical Address

-Clry. State, amld Zap Code

Responisible Offivial (RO) Malbing Address

azy, Stue, and Zip Code

[ FACILITY INFORAATION

Faulity /Sie Name

Faulity Contact and Tile

Faciliry Screet Address or Locauon Deseniption

Facility Contact Phone Numler

Facthity Fionr Gate Lautude and Longitude

Cizy Zip Code County(s)

Directions to the Swe

— ——— —— — - ——

I ACTIVITY DESCRIFTION

Bne{ Descripuon of Construction / Land distuzbance acuviiy(s)

Area of the Permunied site Total site area in acres

Toral disturtsed area in ncres

IV _RECEIVING WATERS

List name of recerving water(s), lautude & longitade {decimal or deg,minsec) of location(s) thar run-of, enters the receniay water, and the

warethady classiication

Receiving Waler

Longimude Warerbody Ehsslﬁcauon

ADEM Form 24 11-11 din
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V_PRICRITY COMNSTRUCTION SIIE

I thm a Priosity Consriucuon Sue®  Yes | No £} 19yes, anach/submut a copy of the CBMPP

VI. FACILITY MAP

Ulease attach a USGS ropogiaplec map showing the locanon of the Faciliry including site boundares,

VI QUALIFIED CREDENTIAT KD PROFESSIONAL (QCM CERTIFICATTON

“1 cernfy under pematry of law that 4 comprehensive Constmicnon Best Munagement Pracnces Plan (CHMPTY) for the prevemtion amd
minimization of all sources of pollution in stormwater and authonzed relared process wustewater runoff has been prepured under my
supervision for thus site/acuviry, and asnociated regulated ureas/acuviies  The CBMDPP meets the requiremen.s of this pennit and if
properly miplemented and maintaned by the operotor, dischatges of pollutuits in stormwatet runoff can ressonsbly be expected to be
effectvely munimized 1 the maumum extent pracicable accorching 10 rhe requirements of ADLEM Adminustmauve Code Chupter 335.6-6-
23 gl thus Permu. The QUMPP descrises the erosion and sedinment control measutes that must be fully mplemented wnd ceyululy
maintaned us needed Jt the periutted site 10 accordance with sound sediment and etosion control pracuces 1o ensure the proteciion of
warer qualicy *

QCP Designanon/Deserpnon

Address Registrouon / Ceruficanon-
Nome and [ile (type o1 Priut) I'hoie Numbei
Signawure Date Signed

VIl OPERATOR - RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL SIGNATURE

Pursuant 10 ADEM Admunistratsve Code Rule 335.6-6- 09, thus NO! must be signed by a Responsible Otficial of the perruttee who 1s the
operator, owner, the sole proprietor of 2 sole proprietosiup, 2 general/conrolimg member or partner, a tanking elected official or other
duly uwhonzed representiuve for n unk of government, or un execuuve officer of at least the level of vice-president for » corpornon,
hving averall responnilulity and deeision malang “or the sire/acnvity 1 certly under penulry of liw thar ths foon, the CBALPP, and all
attachmentx were prepared under my direcuon or supervision i accordance with a system Jdesigned w assure rhat quabfied personnel
ptoperly yathered ind evahiated che informaion submitied Based on my mquury of the qualified credenuled professional {QCT) and
uther person o persons who manuge the syatemn o1 thoke persans dicectly cesponsible for gatheany the nfomation, the informaton
submitted s, to the best of my knowledge und belief, true, sccurnate, cotzect, and complete [ am aware that there are siprulicant penanes
for submituny false informarion including the possiibity o line o1 unprsonmen for knowing viokwons | cerufy thax this form has not
been altered, and if copied or teproduced, 15 consistent in formar and idenncul in content 10 the ADEM approved form 1 Rurther certify
that the proposed dischurges deseribird in this registration have been evaluated for 1he presence of any non-constniction and/or
coul/inerl mumng stormwatet, or process wastewalers have been fdly ienifred.”

Name and Tile (hpe or Pone) Ofiicul Tite

Signature Date Symed

ADEM Form 24 11-11 due Page ? ui'
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ATTACHIMENT 2
CONSULTING AGENCY RESPONSES TO
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

(POST-CIRCULATION)
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Norfolk Southern Corporation
3 Commercial Pmemo \ Strategic Planming Department
Nosfolk, VA 23510-9207 /1’) Three Commercial Place
\ Norfolk, VA 23510-8207
(757) 629-2679

October 30, 2012

RE: STB Docketl No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment — in Calhoun County, Alabama

Dear Sir'Madam:

Norfolk Southemn Railway Company (NSR) plans to request authonty from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) io abandon 1 81 miles of rail line between former Eastern Alabama
Railway Milepost LAM 508 08 and Milepost LAM 509 89 in Calhoun County, Alabama

Enclosed 15 a Combined Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which describes the
proposed abandonment and other pertinent nformation. A map of the proposed track
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report hsts the
vanous agencies recewving it.

The rairoad does not anticipate adverse environmental impacts; however, if you identify any
adverse environmental effects please describe the actions that would assist in alleviating them.
Please provide us with a wntten response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be
included m the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB).

This Report 1s being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the
ST8's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding If you believe any of the
information 1s incorrect, if you think perfinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmental
Analysis {SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to

Surface Transportation Board,
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106
Washington DC 20423-0001

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB Applicable slatules and regulations
impose stringent deadhnes for processing this action For this reason your wntten commenis
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the envitonmental impacts of the
contemplated action. in order for us to consider your input prior to fitng with the STB, we must
receive your comments within three weeks Please provide information to Kearston St Dennis

by email at Eearsiﬁn.SlDennis@nscorg com, or by matl to
.3. Army Corps of Engineers

A Department of the Army permit will not be'
project as proposed. )

red go i MOV Q)
.HEb |20~ s sl
MANAGER T aQ/

Operating Subsidiary Norfolk Southem Rallway Company NOV O 7 2012




STATE OF ALABAMA

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
468 SOUTH PERRY SIRCIT
MONTGOMERY ALABAMA 351300900

FRANKW WHITE Tre. 334-242-3184
ExceuTivr DIRECTOR Fax, 334.240 3477

November 21, 2012

Marcellus C. Kirchner
Norfolk Scuthern Railway

3 Commercial Place

Norfolk, Virginia 235(0-9207

Re: AHC 13-0178
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)
1-81 Miles Line Abandonment
Calhoun County, Alabama

Dear Mr Kirchner:

Upon review of the informauon forwarded by your office, we have determined chat the
proposed acuivities will have no effect on propertics lhisted on or cligible for the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Therefore. we concur with this project. However, should
artifacts or archaeological features be encountered during project activines, work shall cease
and our office shall be consulted immediately.

We appreciate your conunued efforts on this project Should you have any questions, please
contact Greg Rhinehart at (334) 230-2662 Please have the AHC tracking number referenced

above available and include it with any correspondence.

Truly yours,

Ezimahémbum____

Elizabech Ann Brown
Depucy State Historic Preservacion Officer

EAB/GCRJger

FHE STATE  ISTORIC PRECSCHVATION OFFICK
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
US ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, MOBILE
CORPS OF ENGINEERS
BIRMINGHAM FIELD OFFICE
] 218 SUMMIT PARKWAY, SUITE 222
ph L HONMEWOOD, ALABAMA 35209

Date. // 5‘//"

Dear Applicant-

We aie in receipt of your 1equest/application 10 M -W
4

Your request/application has been assigned project file nuinber

SAM-20{c} -Of4YRY JIC-_und 1s also idenuficd as /l/’(é /e (/BA'MM

} @:’/047_ & Abgndenmerr

. =7 .
Your project has been assigned 1o Pioyect Manager SA77Ed

You may contact him/her either by iclephone at {205) 298-9096, by email at

__(75__12?@_-_{-_ Chennsy @ usace amy.l or by mail at

218 Suinmut Parkway Suie 222, Homewood, Alabana 35209

IMlense help us help you, amnd take a moment Lo visit out websilce at

hihtp fiwww san usace s my.mul/RD/reg/ and complete our cusiomer satisfachion Survey.

Sincerely,

A/Mé - @/Ldﬂk,

Cindy J. House-I"earson
Field Office Manage:
Regulatory Division
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Lance R. LeFLEur
DirgcTor

Birmingham Branch

NP

Alabama Department of Environmental Managemont
adem.alabama.gov

1400 Coliseum Biwd 36110-2400 « Post Office Box 301463
Montgomery. Alabama 36130-1463
(334) 271-7700 = FAX (334) 271-7950

December 4, 2012

Ms Kcarston St Denms, Coordinator - Abandonments
Norfolk Southern Corporation

Strategic Planning Department

Three Commercial Place

Norfolk. VA 23510

RIZ:  STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No 334X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment — in Cathoun County, Alabama

Dcar Ms. St. Dennis:

We have reviewed your submital regarding the referenced project.  Based on the
information you provided, we have no abjections to the project as presented  Please ensure
that the following general requuements arc met:

1. The project must comply with the slorm waler permitting requirements found at
hup:/www.adein state al.us/FieldOps/Permitting/ConstruciionProject.pdf.

2. The praject must comply with all applicable Department regulations.

This leuier should not be construed as an approval on behalf of any other agency. If you
have any questions, please contact me at (334) 271-7864.

Sincerely.

Corynella L. Pnce
SRF Section
Permits and Services Division

GoveRnoR

Decatur Branch Moblle Branch Mobite-Cottal
110 Yulcan Road 2715 Sandiin Road, § W 2204 Penmazer Road 4172 Commandars Drive
Blrmingham, AL 332091702 Decatur, AL 35603-1333 Moblla, AL 36615-1131 Mohbilo, AL 36615-1421
{205) 942 8188 256) 353-1713 {251} 450-3400 {251) 432.8533
{205) 941 1603 (FAX) {256) 310 9359 (FAX) {251) 479-2593 (FAX) (251} 432-8508 (FAX)




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 334X)

NORFOLK SOUTIERN RAILWAY COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN CALHOUN COUNTY, ALABAMA

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
[CAPTION SUMMARY/]|




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surlace Transportation Board

|Docket No AB 290 (Sub-No. 334X))

Norfolk Southern Railway Company—Abandonment Exemption—in Calhoun County. PA
Norflolk Southern Railway Company (NSR) has liled on January 30. 2013, a venificd

notice of excmplion under 49 C.F.R part 1152 subpmit F-xcmpt Abandonments to abandon

approximately 1.81 mules of ranl line extending [rom former Eastern Alabama Railway milepost
LAM 508.08 (ncar the interscetion of W 10th and Pipe Streets in Anniston) to milepost LAM
509 89 (10 the cast of the castern end of W 30th Sireet, also in Anmston), located in Calhoun
County. Alabama. The hne traverses Uniled States Postal Service Zip Code 36201,

NSR has certified as follows. (1) no local iraffic has moved over the line for at least
2 yuars, (2) there is no overhead tiaffic on the subject hine (and that any overhead tratTic could be
re-rouled over other lines 1n any event): (3) no lormal complaint filed by a user ol rail service on
the line (o1 by a state or local government entity acting on behalfl ol such user) regarding
cessation of service over the line either is pending with the Surface Transportation Board (Board)
or with any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of complainant within the 2-year
peried; and (4) the requirements at 49 C.F.R. § 1105 7{c) (envnonmental report).
49 C.F.R. § 1105 11 (transmiual letier). 49 C F.R § 1105.12 (ncwspaper publication). and
49 C.F R. § 1152.50(d) 1) (notice 1o governmental agencies) have been met

As a condition to this exemption. any employee adversely affected by the abandonment

shall be protecied under Oregon Short Line Railroad—Abandonment Poition Goshen Branch

Beiween Firth & Ammon, in Bingham & Bonneville Counties, Idaho. 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979) To




address whether this condition adequately protects affected employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U S.C § 10502(d) must be filed.

Provided no formal expression of intent to file an offi of financial assistance {OFA) has
been recerved. this exemption will be effective on March 21, 2013, unless stayed pending
reconsideralion. Petitions 1o stay that do not involve environmental issues.! format expressions
of'intent to file an OFA under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(c)(2).? and Irail usc/rail banking requests
under 49 C.F.R § 1152.29 mustbe liledby _ 2013 Petitions to reopen or requests for
public use conditions undet 49 C.F.R. § 1152.28 must be filed by . 2013. with the
Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street. S.W., Washington, DC 20423-0001

A copy ol any petition filed with the Board should be sent 10 NSR's representative:
Robert A. Wimbish, Baker & Miller P1.1.C. 2401 Pennsylvama Ave.. NW, Suile 300,
Washington. DC 20037.

[T the verified notice contains false or misleading information, the exemption is void ab

NSR has liled a combined environmental and historic report which addresses the effects,
if any. of (he abandonment on the environment and historic resources  OLEA will i1ssue an
cnvironmenal assessment (EA) by . 2013. Interested persons may obtam a copy of
the I2A by writing 10 OEA (Room 1100, Surface Transportation Board, Washington. DC 20423-

0001) or by calhng OEA a (202) 245-0305. Assistance for the hearing impaired is availuble

' “The Board will grant u stay il'an informed decision on envilonmental 1ssucs (whether raised by
u party or by the Board™s Office of nvironmental Analysis (OLCA) in its independent
investigation) cannol be made before the exemption's eflecuve date. Sce Exemption of Qui-of-
Serv Rail Lines, 5 1.C.C 2d 377 (1989). Any request for a stay should be (iled as soon as
possible so that the Boaid may take appropniate action before the exemption’s cffective date.

* Lach OFA musi be accompanicd by the filing fee. which 1s currently sei at $1.500. Sce 49
C F R. § 1002 2(D)(25).




through the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) a1 1-800-877-8339. Comments on
cnvironmental and historic preservation matters must be filed wathin 1S days afier the EA
becomes available to the public.

Environmental, historic preservauon, public use, ar trail use/rail baunking conditions will
be imposed. where appiopriate. in a subscquent decision

Pursuant Lo the provisions of 49 C.F.R § 1152.29%(c)(2). NSR shall lile a notice of
consummation with the Board to signify that it has excreised the authority granted and lully
abandoned the Line  If consummation has not been effected by NSR's filing of a notice of
consummation by . 2014, and there are no legal or regulatory barricrs 1o
consummation, the authonty Lo abandon will automatically expire

Boaid decisions and notices arc available on our website ai “WWW STBR.DOT GOV *

Decided: . 2013.

By the Board. Rachel D. Campbell, Director. Office ol Proceedings.




